The Things They Carried

Pastiche
WHAT THINGS DO YOU CARRY?
You are to write in the style of writing that O’Brien uses in the first chapter of the novel (this is a pastiche).  In other words you are to imitate O’Brien’s style of writing in the attached extract.
This is to be about you and the things that you carry.  A piece of writing like this can become very personal and if you are not comfortable with this, you do not have to tell the entire truth (but do not write anything that is not true or misleading).  The goal here is to think about the things that you carry and be able to write in the style of O’Brien.

How to write a pastiche:

Look at:

1. Sentence structure – length, punctuation etc.

2. Vocabulary – repetition of words, verbs, nouns etc.

3. Stylistic devices – metaphor, simile, hyperbole etc.

4. Tone and Mood – what feeling does the piece give off. 
5. Theme – understand what O’Brien’s intent is in this chapter.

You have to have 22 sentences. You have to follow the structure and style of the 22 sentences of the extract.

NOTE THAT EVERYTHING IN YELLOW MUST BE KEPT!!!
Assignment must be double (2.0) or 1.5 spaced if typing or double space in blue or black ink if written.

You will have to submit it to www.turnitin.com
Rubric used will be Written Task Form 
/20  (B and C Criterion)
They carried USO stationery and pencils and pens. They carried Sterno, safety pins, trip flares, signal flares, spools of wire, razor blades, chewing tobacco, liberated joss sticks and statuettes of smiling Buddha, candles, grease pencils, The Stars and Stripes, fingernail clippers, Psy Ops leaflets, bush hats, bolos and much more. They carried plastic water containers, each with a 2-gallon capacity.  Mitchell Sanders carried a set of starched tiger fatigues for special occasions. Henry Dobbins carried Black Flag insecticide. Dave Jensen carried empty sandbags that could be filled at night for added protections. Lee Strunk carried tanning lotion.  Some things they carried in common.  Taking turns, they carried the big PRC-77 scrambler radio, which weighed 30 pounds with its batter. They shared the weight of memory.  They took up what others could no longer bear.  Often, they carried each other, the wounded or weak. They carried infections. They carried chess sets, basketballs, Vietnamese-English dictionaries, insignia of rank, Bronze Stars and Purple Hearts, plastic cards imprinted with the Code of Conduct.  They carried diseases, among them malaria and dysentery. They carried lice and ringworm and leeches and paddy algae and various rots and molds.  They carried the land itself – Vietnam, the place, the soil – a powdery orange-red dust that covered their boots and fatigues and faces. They carried the sky.  The whole atmosphere, they carried it, the humidity, the monsoons, the stink of fungus and decay, all of it, they carried gravity.  By daylight they took sniper fire, at night they were mortared, but it was not the battle, it was the endless march, village to village, without purpose, nothing won or lost. They marched for the sake of the march.  They carried their own lives.  
1. They carried USO stationery and pencils and pens. 

2. They carried Sterno, safety pins, trip flares, signal flares, spools of wire, razor blades, chewing tobacco, liberated joss sticks and statuettes of smiling Buddha, candles, grease pencils, The Stars and Stripes, fingernail clippers, Psy Ops leaflets, bush hats, bolos and much more. 

3. They carried plastic water containers, each with a 2-gallon capacity.  

4. Mitchell Sanders carried a set of starched tiger fatigues for special occasions. 
5. Henry Dobbins carried Black Flag insecticide. 

6. Dave Jensen carried empty sandbags that could be filled at night for added protections. 
7. Lee Strunk carried tanning lotion.

8. Some things they carried in common.  

9. Taking turns, they carried the big PRC-77 scrambler radio, which weighed 30 pounds with its batter.

10. They shared the weight of memory. 

11. They took up what others could no longer bear.

12. Often, they carried each other, the wounded or weak.

13. They carried infections.

14. They carried chess sets, basketballs, Vietnamese-English dictionaries, insignia of rank, Bronze Stars and Purple Hearts, plastic cards imprinted with the Code of Conduct. 

15. They carried diseases, among them malaria and dysentery.

16. They carried lice and ringworm and leeches and paddy algae and various rots and molds.

17. They carried the land itself – Vietnam, the place, the soil – a powdery orange-red dust that covered their boots and fatigues and faces.

18. They carried the sky.  

19. The whole atmosphere, they carried it, the humidity, the monsoons, the stink of fungus and decay, all of it, they carried gravity. 

20. By daylight they took sniper fire, at night they were mortared, but it was not the battle, it was the endless march, village to village, without purpose, nothing won or lost.

21. They marched for the sake of the march. 

22. They carried their own lives.  
